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i .Check your vehicle frequently—at least once a Week—

~ DEFENSIVE DRIVING

”--'-_'Pf’eventlng Off The ]Ob Auto ACCZdentS

. Even prdfeSéional drivers can be the victims of off the

* job auto accidents. The family car may not seem as

- complex to-operate as a big rig, but it is equally as

- prone to accidents and collisions unless it is driven with

" safety in mind. Safe driving is defensive driving—

o making sure that your vehicle is in good operating
- condition, following traffic rules and signals, looking
- ‘out for the other driver, and adapting your driving to
- special conditions like bad weather, poor roads, and

i _even your frame of mind. Safe driving also means

*never operating a vehicle while under the mﬂuence of
xalcohol or other drugs or medlcatlons
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.to be sure that brakes, accelerator, belts, radiator, oil, -

o ‘_'battery, tires, head-lamps, and brake lights are all in

- good working condition. If you notice anything abnor-

- mal in the way your car sounds or operates, brmg itin -
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" Follow Traffic Laws

Traffic laws vary from state to state. Know your own
state’s laws, and if you are planning an out of state trip,

. familiarize yourself with the laws of the areas you'll be -

driving through: Many states allow-right turns at red
lights. This means that you must come to a complete

- stop first, check for pedestrians and oncoming vehicles, .

and then, if the road is clear, you may turn.

~ Watch The Other Driver
While you may be an excellent driver, there’s no way of
knowing if the other drivers on the road are as safe as

- you. Stay clear of (and never try to pass) vehicles that

swerve in and out of traffic, brake inconsistently, fail to -

* signal, drive very slowly o7 very fast, or that donot

respond to traffic signals quickly. Reduce your speed, -

if possible, or pull over and let the suspect vehicle get
out of your way. Report suspicious dnvers to the local -
police or highway patrol.

React To Special Conditions |

Road and weather conditions can affect the way you
drive. When roads are slick from rain, ice, or poor: -
surfaces, reduce your speed and proceed cautiously.

Keep sand,
chains, or salt
in your car
trunk, for
winter
emergencies.

Keep sand, chéins, or salt in youf car trunk to improve

traction. If you skid, do not brake. Instead, take your

foot off the accelerator, and turn the car in the direction

you want the front wheels to go. In dense fog or heavy

rain, where visibility is bad, pull to the side of the road B

if possible, and wait until conditions improve. (Keep
your emergency flashers on so that oncoming drivers
can see you.) When you start to drive again, use your
low beams and proceed with caution. Always turn on
lights at dawn and dusk when visibility is dim.

‘Stay Alert

The best defense you have against potential auto

* accidents is your own ability to remain alert and aware

while driving. That’s why alcohol, drugs, or other
medications can be lethal when you drive. They affect

~ your ability to concentrate and severely impair your

reaction time which can lead to injury, disability, and all
too often, death—not only of the driver, but of innocent
victims as well. Be alert, be aware, and be safe. Defen-
sive driving is everybody’s business.
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